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e Y Studen .

(Uontinued.)

THE LANDS AND THEIR TITLES,

[t is no unusual thing to fiad a
land geheme. behind propositions
for the ncquisition by the Gov-

tution then recently granted by
the King, made the Great Muhele
or Land Division to which all
titles refer and which wss the
gonosis of them all.

The prevailing idea volved in
fhe Great Mahels was to make n
division of the whole territory
into three substantislly equal
parts, of which the Kipg person-
ully should eontinue to own one,
the Government one and the
people the third, It was fortu-
oate for the Hawaiian race that
Kamebamelin was sufliciently ig-
norunt and unenlightened not to
have learned what the dominaut
party in Hawaii toduy assert and
act up and aet upon in
their  intercourse with the
community respecting tho de-
finition of that muoch-ubused
phrase, '‘the people,” Kamehu-
mehn was sufliciently antique in
hia idens to suppose that *‘the
people’’ meant uiid embraced the
whole body of his subjects, with-
out regard to race, ereed, color or
previous party affiliation, to
quote from the modern mani-
festos of American polit'eians.
But voch back number notious
find no _place in the Governmenl
of to-day in Hawaii, whose vot-
aries, when looking for a defini-
tion of the phrase quoted find it
impossible to see beyond the
little, clique of aliens who, by
the grace of Minister Stevens,
were placed in the political sad-
dle, on Jununary 17, 1894, and
have since intrenched themselves
in their position, while' ‘the
people,” as elsewhere under-

wstood, and 8 former-
ly understood in Hawaii,
contented themselves to await

the answer of the United States
to the protest againat the Stevens
uggression,

As ususl in the case of u con-

ﬂlnmant Df any giwn piucﬂ Oi‘\ﬂﬂﬂﬂiﬂn b}' a Killg to the '[)GUPIO,

property for public use. Few
navy yards have besn estab-
lished; few outpost officus
. erected’ few forts or arseuals
built without the colored gent'e-
. man inthe woadpile being un-
masked; and such gentleman of
color very generally stands forth
as the advocate of aland owner
or syndicate. And 80 it isin
Pearl Harbor at the present
. time. There is a most patriotic
desire on the part of divers pre-
tended citizens of America, who
have long since foraworn their
nataral allegiance for the benefita
of official salary in Hawaii, to
confer upon their much beloved
Uncle Samuel certain lands in
and about the lagonn, inexchunge
for their aforessid Uno'e's surplus
gold coin. Of course, nothing
could ba,more disinterested than
the efforts of .those patriotio
g:tlemen to make the desired
exchanze. Such is always the
case. -They wre burning with ar-
dor to see the flag of their native
land floating over the plucid
waters of the lagoon, and are not
only willing, but determined to
promote that most worthy object
~—for a generous consideration,
But before discussing individoal
onses and lands, & briefl glunce at
the tit es is desirable, whose his.
tory is brief, snd comparatively
simple. '

Prior to 1848, the foudal iden
that all land is owned by the Sov-
ereign, 'and’ all ocoupants hold
under him and pratically at his
will, prevailed in its full vigor in
Haewail. But the advance of
oivilization wmoung the aborigi-
nees, coupled with the material,
interests of the foreignerd, then
constantly inereasing in humbers
in the Jslands, dpuloped the
uecessity of s more liberal sys-
tem of land tenure, Henoe in
the year mentioned, the reigning
King, Kamebameha

virtue of the Royal grace whick
‘ Y L - ' I_

LEL, by

Kamehameha did not neglect his
own interest in this Division. He
was both ™ the Kiag, and the sole
Judge of lands he would ‘“‘as-
gign” to himself, as well as to the
others in interest, and in that
dual capacity, it would be strange
indeed i his intereats had suf-
fered. The King selected a lo¢
of lands, by their names, scatter:
od over the entire group of
Islands, and the Government's
portion was similarly ass'gned.
'Then there was created a land
Commission, for the settloment
of the elaim of private individuals,
whowere awarded for simple titles
to such lands as they could prove
they bad previously occupied by
the Royal assent or ncquicscence,
and exempt from fedunl services
or rental paid to any sarbordinate
chief. Many thousands of claims
were thos - passed upon, in &
maaoner satisfactory to the peo-
ple, and characterized by a liber-
ality of construction and presump-
in favor of the oceupant as oppog-
od to the interet of the chief,
quite at variapce with the spirit
of feudalism. The awardees of
these claims were afterward
granted Royanl Patents of their
loud, upon the payment of almost
nomioal sams by way of commu-
tation to the Giovernment, but the
theory of ‘sush onmmji:tutio;a lis
nat | quite’ clear, seeing * the
Government had no valid claim
to the lunds g0 awarded.,

"Phe small holdings thus awaded

‘were called kulennas, and the

word kuleapa' his ‘since come
into use indifferently to describe
not only one's right to s pioce of
land, but the land iteelf.

* Of courde the vist ‘major'ty of
the lands, in point of aros, thus
asdigned '_tq 'ithe e sple,” “were
gobbled by the high chiefs, to
some of whom vast extenils were

fugted, by yirtue of their former
wxétcise of dominlon over the

#ea to the crest of the mountains,
beyond® whish other ahupunas
extend to the opposite shore.

f'l'lmm is history written in this

name, which is combined of the
two eloments "“ahin,"” a collection,
and “poan,” swine: it having
been customary in very ancient
times for the chief holding, an
nhupuna' (those larger divisions
were all held by the chiefs,) to
rénder an annnal tox or rental to
the King, of one swine for each
shnpuan under his dominion. The
aron of these nhupuans differ
widely, and while some include
only a few huundred, others em-
brace many thousands of acres.
Thus the ahupuaa of Honouliuli,

lying between the Pearl Harbor

Lochs and the crest of the Waia-
nre montaing, eontain nver 50 000
neres,

Within the diffirent nhupuas
are many- kuleanas, originally
allotted to the peasantry. Next
amaller than the ahupuaa, is the
*ili"' of which many are conteined
in the former division, aod atill
smaller is the “"mno,” which may
be more than a house lot or a taro
piteh.  lnch land, nnder whigh-
aver of these divisions, hus its
separate name, however small in
area, showing a prodigions deve-
lopment of the bump of locality
in the aboriginal Hawaiian.

The lands: surroundiog Pearl
Harbor are comprised within
compayatively few grants. The
ahupuaas ara for the most part of
great extent, owing chiefly to the
fact that the most powerful and
influentinl chiofs were there lo-
cated iu the early days. Along
the north and west shores of the
lagoon; however, are a great nom-
ber of small kuleanas, indicstive
of the higly concentrated popula-
tion of that loeality in times past,
-u feature which is still 2 marked
charactoristic of the vicinity, as
compared with other districts.

The great land of Honouliuli,
(which includes that of Puuloa,
lying to the westwnrd of tha Har-
bor entrance;) was awarded toa
high Chiefess named Kekauano-
hi, wife of the powerfal and popu-
lar Kealiiabhonui, who died in the
onrly fifties, It has come down
by few conveyances to the owner-
ship of Mr James Campbhell, pro-
bably the most wealthy resident
of Hawaii today; and within its
boxders is loeated the famous and
racently established Ewa I'lanta-
tion, where the world's record in
sugar enlture was last year broken,
by their harvesting within a frac-
tion of Len tons per acre, from an
nren of 125 aeres. From this
ownership is excapted the Puuloa
lands, referred to, which are the
property of Mr James I, Dowsett,
one of the firat children born of
white parents on the Islands,
now an oxtensive snd successful
rancher. These lands are devoted
1o ranching, while near the en-
trance to the Harbor, salt works
of considerable capacity are pro-
fitably condneted by Mr, Dowsett,
Next adjoining Honouliuli is the
abnpuas of Honene,comparatively
small in area, nnd then comes the
extensive and valnable Waipio, in
whose borders is embraced the
peninsula first herein referred to,
which rins to the very entrance
of the lagoon, and sepamtes wost
Loch from the ofher portions of
the Harbor. :

Waipie was the property of a
very inflpential Hawaii, (tho' not
a chief,) named John Ii, who om-
braced the faith, and some of the
thrifty practices of the misiona-
ries, learned to read nnd write,
and was mnde a Justice of the
Bpureme Court, a position to
which it has never beou deemed
neoessary, in Hawaii, to appoint
meu léarned in the law. MrIi
died, and (left » daughter. 8he

was 8016 heir to the [i egtate,

places those acres at tho disposal
of his home Government, with an
alacrity thal almost Yerges upon
anxiety to develve their owner-

all they wera worlh, the ardent
projecter moved his paper “city"’
down upon the Pesl City Penin-
gula, ' and laid out more lots, and

ship upon  bis Uncle Samuel. | parks, and avenues than would

Thére comes to him with peculiar
force and [meaning, as he stands
at times upon thecliffs of Waipio,
thie sontiment of Scott's slirring
lines: —

“Rreathes there a man with soul so desd

As never to himeel! huth snld,

This I8 my own, my Natlve (wifs's) land."

The major section et the land
scheme undorlying the Pearl
Harbor Naval BSlation craze is
right bere at Waipio, #nd at
Ford’s Island, now owned by this
same patriotic Mr. Brown. This
gentleman went all the way to
Colorado some years ngo, in
order to by up the title to Ford's
Island, from = son of the original
Dr. Ford for whom it is so
named. He sacorad the deed he
went for, bat was soon Sompelled,
(or persuaded) to convey tha
Island to his wife, & mortage
upon whose othier hands farnished
the fands for the purchase,

That he had the centingeney of
gelling the Islaind ty the U..S
Governmen in mind sufficiently
appears from ‘the fuct of his
having given his vendor a
separite agremeént to pay him a
farther sum of Fonrteen Thousand
Dollars, in case ha, Brown, should
sell the Island to the United
Btates, or any other Government,
As he is now sopposed to have
been in Washington, engaged in
the endeavor to sell to Uncla
Sam, and as Ford thinks he will
come out at the small end of any
deal which Brown may w<conduct,
and a8 the agreement for more
money to be puid Ford up yon the
condition above mentioned was
go drawn as to make it unrecord-
able under Hawalinn law, (a8 a
means ol notifying all the world
of Ford's equities, ) Ford is now
gtated to be about to begin suit
to daclare his position and
interest in the Island. .,

The fact tabt Mr Brown hias most
persistently deyoted himself to
the entertainment of Admirals
Jrwin, Walker and Beardsice
during the last years and that his
awell dinners to the officers men-
tioned aré famous lends color to
the beliof that there may be some
understanding beiween him and
them in the premises. :

The vicinity of the Harbor 18
not destitute offother little land
projegts whose advceates look
through a vista having the U. 8.
Tressury "at the other end of it.
There is & variegated boom right
on the Pearl City Peningula, so
called for the reason thut mo
“oity” is apparent in tho locality.
That imaginary city was laid out
by the Oahu Railway & Land Co.,
a corporation running o little
railroad from Honolulu to Ewa
Plantation, a distance of about 18
miled, most of which skirts the
lagoon, The original “eity was
platted on the uplands, rununing
from the shore of the Harbor to
the mountaing, several miles away.
It was intersocted with  avenues
bearing names that sootbo, and
streots boearing numes that jingle,

and o crowd of suckers were one |
day corralled in an auction room,
hypuootized by the auctioneer,
and the lots were sold off ina
trice ot figures that would create
& boom in Denver, This was
govaral years sgo. The lots are
atill there, and as vacant as ever,
tor the most part. The projector
of that scheme, in showing his
jmaginary “eity” to an irrever-
ant visitor one day, remarked
that the one needful to make
Pearl City greaf ahd ‘prosporous, |
was a planli_l_ﬁd#lo_l water, inter~
sporsed with good sociely; to

which tne visitor rveplied that)

grace a ruilroad cenfer in Ohio.
After much effort he succeeded in
giving some oftheso awaytocertain
speculators, and awapped a few
more fore different kinds of old
junk. The one investor, has built
sevaral cosy cottages, for which
there are uo tenants, and a school
house, for which there are neither
teacher nor pupils, and a church
for whichthere are no worshipers;
while some other pwners, to a
total of less than a dozen, have
built little camping-out cottages
which they somelimes occupy,—
and so thie Peninsula soction of
Pearl Cily stands. Of course
each lot owner as an axe to griod,
and wants ' to grind it at the
United States Treasury. Each
thinks he seens a fortune in his
foew aquare feet of soil, in case of
the establishment thera of the
much degired naval station.
Though few in numbers, they are
fittted with full lung power, and
make a good deal of noise when
prating of tha advantagss, (to
Uuncle Bam, of course,) of such an
establishment. But  such
philanthropic schemes are all
ulike, in their main features and
symptoms, aund”the American
public, having seen so many need
little details of deseription as to
this one. e

« From Pearl City eastward, and
around to the entrance to the
Harbor, the land is wvariously
owned. The Railway Company,
the Crown Land Commissiongra,
the great Bishop Estate, and the
eslate of the late Queen Emma,
(devoted to the support of the
Queen's Hospital in Honolulw,)
hold the larger tracts; and,
strange to relate, there is no
symptom of a land boom, or of
a scheme to unload upon Uncle
Sam visible in these localities,

(To be concluded.)
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MATTING LAID
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ORDWAY & PORTER,
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Have Just Received, per Late Arrivals, the Largest Stock of FUR
NITURE Ever Lmported to this Country, Comprising

Handsome Carved

Hedroom SEJ[S.
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Conutless nnmbers of CHALRS, in every stylo, including OFFICE

and HLIGH CHAIRS,
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